Small experimental ‘farm’
has big yield .

If you're driving north on Highway 42, just heyond Sturgeon Bay, you pass

by an interesting-looking complex, somewhat “farmlike,” yet very different.
You may well think, “I wonder what that's about?” as you continue the
drive northward. Many people take little note of this odd collection

of outbuildings, fields and greenhouses, unaware

of the vital services the facility provides.
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Weldman continues tradition
A Door County native, Richard Weidman started his

career at the Peninsular Research Station in 1980. He was

appointed superintendent of the facility in 1982, the same

year he finished his master’s in horriculrure ar the

Univessity of Wisconsin-Madison.
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“Tourism is really
the driving force
behind the rapid
expansion in fresh
market sales of fruit
crops and fruit-
related products.”
— Richard Weidman

Developed at the research station, the
Honey Crisp apple (above) has
rejuvenated Door County's apple market.
The station (far right) s located fust
north of Sturgeon Bay on Highway 2.

Experimental Farm, continued
When asked, Weidman said PARS

was chosen to manage the Gene Bank

because “the station’s Door Peninsula

location kept it isolared from the
major potato growing areas of the
counry. U its.

but are now being dealt with much
differently. Researchers today seck
solutions that are not only effective

in protecting and increasing crop.
srodction bu do o while protecing
the

establishment in the carly 19505,
most of the major discase and insect
pests which attack the potato have
now found their way to the Door
Peninsula.”

Amidst the gene stock prorected
by the USDA Potato Gene Bank ar
the Peninsular Research Station is
that for the “Lare Blight” resistant

gene, responsible for the Irish Potato

Famine of the mid-19th century.

Most ofal,the station prdes sl

on its service to local farmers.
“Since the late 19405, PARS has

served as an outdoor laboratory for

researchers engaged in fruit crop

research. Most of the past and present
challenges faced by fruit growers have

been addressed by research projects

undertaken at the Research Starion,”

Weidtan seid “In fact, prescnt-day
projects involve many of the same.

diseases, insect and cultural problems

that plagued growers 50 years ago,
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Many of the erop production
enhancements of the past, while suc-
cessfl in ricding orchards of disease:
and pests, also took a deadly toll on
the environmenr. The station’s solu-
tion to this problem took the form of
the only statewide call-in advisory
service for tree fruit growers.

“The call-in advisory service pro-
vides growers up-to-dte disease and
insect information with recommenda-
tions for management and conrrol,
Weidman, “Information is compiled at
five remote computerized weather sta-
tions and insect taps located from
Ellison By in norther Door County to
Casco in Kewaunee County.”

The results, gathered through
computer downloads, or by the grow-
ers, e analyzed by the station's fruit
specialists, and made available
through the call-in advisory system.

“Compared with the way diseases

and insects were managed 20 years



ago.” Weidman cont this service allows growers to

reduce their pesticide applications by up ro a third of what
they would spray on & calendar-based program.”
New apple, grape trials

The station has helped provice some tasty results

“One of the very first tree fut projects thar Ir. Frank
Gilbert (PARS Superintendent from 1950-1982) initiated
was an apple variety test block. It was from this block that
MN 1711, a selection our of the University of Minnesota’s
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Weidman said, "PARS sill maintains an apple variery
block in cooperation with apple testers thraughout the
United States and Canada, where new va
like *Silken,*Ambrosia’ and
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Grape trials continuing

Though the app!

d cherry growing industries aze
important components of the county’s agricultural
they by no means represent the station’s only on
rescarch subjects. In
ce 1975, and Weidman is hopeful the s
tion willaid both the established and new
wineries with their grape prodction.

“Being a relacively
Counry growers, the s

A test mule”or
first-hand problems or pests tha may be
asociared with growing the wine

grape.” said Weidman. “This is why,

PARS maintains plantings of alimost every perennial fruit
crop that can be grown on the Door Peninsula.”
“Alemnative crops” are also tested for adapration 1o
Duor County growing conditions
“Crops like lupines, canola, sunflowers and winter bar
ley have been grown with varying degrees of succe

Weidman explained.
Weidman nores thar as

tinues to play — an important role in attracting tourists to

culture has played — and con-

Door County
“Tourism isreally the driving force behind the rapid
expansion in fresh marker sales of fut crops and fruit-relat-
o products. This means 2 crop s not anly evaluated on its

agricultural growing requirements, but on the cultural back-
gound of the consumer purchasing it.”

Weidman offers an example, "We've been growing a
A nenw tart cherry variety, the ‘Balaton.” This red-
fleshed and redtjuiced cherry from Hungary is being sought

relarive

out by Eastern European inmigrants in the Milwaukee/
Chicago area, They ravel to Door County to pick it, much
like they did in their native lands."

You need not be a farmer to benefit from the research
station's work. Door and

“ounty horticulturists
also tum 1o the PARS for information and advice.

“Our staff s available to answer questions regarding hr-
tants in the home landscape and advise them on
how best to deal with the problems which befall them.”

It's been more than 80 years since the Peninsular
Research Station was founded, but the spirt of E
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